ANGUISH
ON CAMPUS

A talented U-M student kills herself,
and her mother wonders if universities

T mhecUntames  are able to handle mental health crises

Jan. 16 in her U-M dorm.

n a January afternoon
while most students at the
ichi

plating sulcldb

the fetal position on the floor in
Mosher-Jordan Hall before pulling a
plastic bag over her head and face. She
placed a rope around the bag and
clasped it around her neck. Mmutes
later, she suffocated.

For years she had lived with schi-
zoaffective disorder — a combination
of schizophrenia and a mood disorder
characterized by hallucinations, a lost
sense of reality and alternating feelings

con _ h
She lay on her side and cur]gd into

zine, was first dlagnosed with the ill-

ness at age 15 and responded to treat-

ment to become a to student. S
psed in Novergbe ) tu ne

In the wake of her death, We1 s
mother, Jing Wang, is questioning
whether colleges are adequately serv-
ung clinically depressed and other men-
tally ill students who need help.

Wang, a professor of Chinese cultur-
al studies at Duke University in Dur-
ham, N.C,, is outraged she had to play
what she saw as a frustrating game of
cat and e with U-M 1
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